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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 1600 
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SUB J : THAI ELECTION CENTRAL-RESULTS AS OF 1730 JANUARY 28 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

REF: BANGKOK 1513 

SUMMARY: WHILE THE DEMOCRAT PARTY HAS A COMMANDING LEAD OVER 
ANY OTHER PARTY, BOTH CONSERVATIVE AND CENTRIST GROPINGS ARE ALMOST 
EQUALLY BALANCED ACCORDING TO UNOFFICIAL RETURNS FROM THE 26 JANUARY 
1975 THAI PARLIMENTARY ELECTIONS. TWENTY-TWO POLITICAL PARTIES 
HAVE ACHIEVED REPRESENTATION IN THE NEW PARLIAMENT. THE 
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ELECTION RESULTS SHOWED A DEFINITE REJECTION OF MANY WELL- 
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KNOWN FORMER PARLIAMENTARIANS. THIRTEEN SPLINTER PARTIES 
CONTROL 34 VOTES IN THE PARLIAMENT, BUT SOME PARTIES ARE WITH- 
OUT RANKING PARTY OFFICIALS IN THEIR REPRESENTATION. THE SIZE OF 
THE SPLINTER PARTIES FOCUSES ATTENTION ON THE PROVISIONS IN THE 
1974 CONSTITUTION WHICH STATE THAT A PARLIAMENTARIAN MAY 
LOSE HIS SEAT IF HE SWITCHES PARTIES. END SUMMARY. 

1. THE LATEST LIST FROM THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR FOR ALL THE 269 
PARLIAMENTARY RACES SHOWS THE FOLLOWING PARTY STRENGTHS: 


A. CON SERV ATIES 

SOCIAL IUSTICE 45 
THAI NATION 28 

SOCIAL AGRARIAN 19 
SOCIAL NATIONALIST 16 
SUBTOTAL 108 

B. CENTRIST 

DEMOCRAT 72 

SOCIAL ACTION 18 

NEW FORCE 12 

SUBTOTAL 102 

C. LEFTISTS 

SOCIAL PARTY 15 

SOCIALIST UNITED FRONT 10 
SUBTOTAL 25 

D. OTHERS 

PEACEFUL PEOPLE 8 
PEOPLES’ JUSTICE 6 

THAI 4 

THAI NATIONAL 
REGENERATION 3 

DEMOCRACY 2 

SOVEREIGNTY 2 

PEOPLES' POWER 2 

THAI TERRITORY 2 

PROVINCIAL DEVELOPMENT 1 
FARMERS 1 

ECONOMIST 1 

LABOR 1 

FREE PEOPLE 1 

SUBTOTAL 34 
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TOTAL 269 

2. BOTH THE CONSERVATIVE AND CENTRIST GROUPINGS ARE ALMOST EVENLY 
MATCHED. THE PENULTIMATE PROBLEM IN DEVISING A PARLIAMENTARY 
MAJORITY STEMS FROM THE LARGE BLOC OF 34 VOTES WHICH 
THE 13 SPLINTER PARTIES CONTROL. THIS "BLOC" OF VOTES IS 
LARGER THAN THE PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION OF ALL BUT 
TWO OF THE MAJOR PARTIES. 
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3. THE DEMOCRAT SHOWING IS IMPRESSIVE, BUT SIMILAR TO 

ITS PAST PERFORMANCES. IN THE 1969 ELECTION THE DEMOCRATS 
SECURED 26 PERCENT OF THE PARLIAMENTARY SEATS. THE PARTY 
AGAIN SCORED 26 PERCENT THIS TIME, DESPITE KEENER 
COMPETITION FROM THE SOCIAL ACTION AND NEW FORCE PARTIES. 

MOST OBSERVORS HAD ANTICIPATED THAT THESE TWO NEW PARTIES 
WOULD CUT INTO THE DEMOCRAT TOTALS. IN TAKING SOME OF THE 50 NEW 
SEATS IN THE EXPANDED PARLIAMENT AND DEFEATING FORMER UNITED THAI 
PEOPLES' PARTY (UTPP) PARLIAMENTARIANS, THE THREE PARTIES OF THE 
CENTRIST BLOC ACTUALLY GAINED VOTES OVER 1969. 

4. THE RESULTS FROM INDIVIDUAL RACES SHOW A DEFINITE 
REJECTION OF FORMER PARLIAMENTARIANS. ONE LOCAL ANALYSIS 
REPORTS THAT ONLY 55 FORMER UTPP PARLIAMENTARIANS WILL BE 
IN THE NEW PARLIAMENT. A GLANCE THROUGH THE LIST OF 
WINNERS REVEALS THAT VOTERS IN ANGTHONG, CHANTHABURI, 

NAKHON PATHOM, AND PATHUM THANI PROVINCES REJECTED 
FORMER PARLIAMENTARIANS REGARDLESS OF PARTY AFFILIATION. 

THE UTPP PARLIAMENTARY "OLD GUARD", YUANG IAMSILA (UDORN), 

MRS. SA-NGUAN SIMAN (PRACHINBURI), BUNTHOM YENMANOT 
(SAMUT PRAKAN), WIM WIMONMAN (KHORAT), SAWANG UNAPHROM 
(KHORAT), AND NOM UPPRAMAI (NAKHON SI THAMMARAT), TO 
MENTION A FEW, HAVE ALL LOST OUT TO NEW PERSONALITIES. 

5. WHILE ELEVEN POLITICAL PARTY LEADERS WON THEIR 
ELECTION BIDS, TWENTY-TWO, INCLUDING THAWIT KLINPRATHUM 
(SOCIAL JUSTICE), LOST THEIR RACES. ANOTHER NINE LEADERS DID NOT 
STAND. OF THE THIRTEEN SPLINTER PARTIES, TWO PARTY LEADERS WON 
ELECTION, AS DID TWO PARTY SECRET ARIES -GENERAL AND TWO DEPUTY 
PARTY LEADERS, REPRESENTING A TOTAL OF FIVE PARTIES. THE 28 
PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATIVES FROM EIGHT OTHER SPLINTER PARTIES, 
HOWEVER, ARE NOT RANKING PARTY OFFICIALS. 
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6. THE SMALL SPLINTER PARTIES WILL BE A BOTHERSOME FACTOR IN 
COALITION POLITICS FOR SOME TIME. ACCORDING TO ARTICLE 124 OF 
THE 1974 CONSTITUTION, MEMBERSHIP IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
TERMINATES UPON 1) RESIGNATION FROM MEMBERSHIP IN A POLITICAL 
PARTY OR THE DISSOLUTION OF THE POLITICAL PARTY; 2) LOSS OF POLITICAL 
PARTY MEMBERSHIP AS A RESULT OF A COURT ORDER; OR 3) LOSS OF 
PARTY MEMBERSHIP AS A RESULT OF A POLITICAL PARTY RESOLUTION. 

IN THE LATTER TWO CASES. HOWEVER, IF A PARLIAMENTARIAN CAN JOIN 
ANOTHER POLITICAL PARTY WITHIN 60 DAYS, HE DOES NOT LOSE HIS 
SEAT. THE CONSTITUTION'S DRAFTERS TURNED TO THESE PROVISIONS TO 
CORRECT AN EARLIER ABUSE WHERE INDIVIDUALS SWITCHED PARTIES AFTER 
THE ELECTION. THE RULING COALITION THUS WILL APPARENTLY HAVE TO COME 
TO SOME ACCOMMODATION WITH THE SPLINTER PARTIES SINCE THE 
CONSTITUTION MAKES ABSORBING THEM OUTRIGHT MORE DIFFICULT. 
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